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Eyal Davidson
‘And as they ascended the Mount of Olives"”: Identifying the Site of the
‘Ascent of the Shekhinah' in Jerusalem in the Early Muslim Period

For over 800 years, the Muslim faithful have gathered for prayer at the Mount of Olives
in Jerusalem, which marks Jesus’ ascension to Heaven. A study of Jewish sources from
the Middle Ages indicates that the site was also holy to the Jews, who similarly associated
it with a spiritual ascension heavenwards. An important innovation in this article is the
identification of a Jewish site of ascension with the same rock as the Christian and Muslim
ascension traditions.

The meeting of traditions in the Church of the Ascension is the secret of the encounters
between pilgrims from the three religions that sanctify Jerusalem. The case of the Church
of the Ascension is a marvelous example of the cultural cross-pollination of religious

traditions in the Middle Ages, nourished by the pilgrims of the monotheistic faiths.

Keywords: Mount of Olives, Hosha'na Raba, ascent to Heaven, the Priest’s Gate,

the Chapel of Ascension, apocalypse, Church of Eleona, monotheistic traditions
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