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English Summaries

R. Verdiger's article re-examines the questions of Adam'’s condition before his sin, the
meaning of the sin, and the meaning of his punishment. The author surveys the different
interpretations that have been suggested to these questions and suggests a novel understanding,
based upon a literary analysis of the process of temptation.

Y. Shaviv's article also deals with the beginning of Bereshit, and explains the earliest
meanings of the word nbwmn (“Rule").

D. Thee offers a literary analysis of the narrative of Moses's childhood and youth. The
author notes parallels between Moses's passive childhood and his active going out to his brothers
and flight to Midian, which foreshadow his future greatness. Moses, who understands that he
was pulled out of the same Nile where others of his age were drowned, felt powerfully motivated
to repay the good done to him with good deeds of his own, to aid the downtrodden, and to rescue
the oppressed.

Y. Z. Rimon's article explains the purpose of the verse "and Moses's hands were heavy", in
the story of the war with Amalek. The author notes the central role in this narrative of the word
7> (hand), which comes to clarify the proper conception of the miracle "when Moses raised his
hands - then Israel prevailed."

Z. Ehrlich analyzes the passage describing the ordeal of the Sotah (Numbers 5), noting
redundancies and apparent contradictions, and suggests a resolution based upon the "behinot"
method.

R. Raviv discusses the narrative surrounding the claim of the tribal leaders of the two
Joseph tribes, in Numbers 36, and the location of this narrative at the conclusion of the book of
Numbers.

Two articles deal with the books of the Prophets. I. Bornstein discusses the geographic
question of the location of Nabot's vineyard and suggests a novel understanding whose
exegetical and conceptual ramifications he examines. Y. llan deals with the characterization of
Jeremiah as "prophet unto the nations" and attempts to ascertain why this characterization is
attributed specifically to Jeremiah.

Responses and reactions include: N. Helfgot's discussion of two key words in the Exodus
narrative; 1. Warhaftig's and Z. Ullman's reactions to two articles of Y. Medan - regarding the
David and Bathsheba narrative and regarding the chronology of the Persian kings - and Y.
Medan's responses to their critiques; Z. Koren's treatment of the Second Temple period and
response to Y. Bin-Nun's article about Hanukkah.
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